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StartSmart in Numbers - Overview (General Statistics)

4,114
Total 
beneficiaries

45
Qualified 
Team

360K SAR
Total Prizes

9
Winning Teams

31
Judges 

6 
Cooperation 
Agreements

25
Workshop and 
introductory tour

20+
investors

20
Institutional 
Partner
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StartSmart Competition 2024
History
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Member of the Board of Trustees of the 

Community Jameel Foundation, and Deputy 

Managing Director of Nafisa Shams and Bab 

Rizq Jameel

Dr. May Taibah

Message From The Leadership
At Community Jameel Foundation, we always believed that small and medium 
enterprises played a vital role in growing the national economy. Driven by this 
convection, we have organized the MIT Enterprise Forum in Saudi Arabia since 2016 to 
stimulate the growth of the local entrepreneurship ecosystem.

In 2023, we  re-innovated that highly anticipated annual event to meet the dynamic 
needs of the ecosystem. Equipped with a new name, the StartSmart Competition 
utilizes its membership in the MIT-Jameel World Education Lab network to deliver 
value and knowledge to Saudi entrepreneurs.

Over the years, we have seen some of the finest and brightest minds contending in 
our competition. Their innovations, business models, and aspirations were truly 
remarkable. More notably, they continued their journeys after the competition to grow 
their ventures. Some of them achieved evaluations that are worth hundreds of 
millions of Riyals, while others are on their way to being publicly listed on Tadawul.

We are proud to have played a positive role in their growth stories and will continue 
our efforts to contribute to the Saudi Vision 2030 goal of increasing the SMEs’ 
contribution to national GDP from 20% to 35%.



The Abdul Latif Jameel World Education Lab (JWEL) was 
launched as a joint initiative between the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and 
Community Jameel International, an independent 
global organization that advances science to help 
societies thrive in a rapidly changing world.  

The lab brings together academics, technologists, 
politicians, community leaders, entrepreneurs, and the 
labor market through in-person and remote activities 
and discussion sessions, as well as organizing 
workshops, conducting research, and organizing events.

The lab's membership organizations work with MIT 
faculty and experts to explore opportunities and 
develop the world's education sector.

Sponsored by Community Jameel Foundation in Saudi 
Arabia and organized by Bab Rizq Jameel, the 
StartSmart Competition seeks to empower 
entrepreneurs and promote innovation and 
entrepreneurship in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It 
benefits from the Foundation's membership in the 
Global Learning Lab network at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT).

The competition includes three different tracks: the 
Startup Track, the Social Enterprise Track, and the 
Environment Track. The competition will select 9 
winners from different tracks who will each receive 
valuable cash prizes and will have the opportunity to 
benefit from many other benefits, such as high-level 
training, mentoring sessions, media promotion, and 
great opportunities to expand during an exciting and 
challenging two-month journey.

About The Competition

7

About Jameel World 
Education Lab at MIT
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Strategy

Vision
Stimulating the Saudi entrepreneurship ecosystem and providing a 
platform for launching entrepreneurial projects, with the aim of 
contributing to increasing the number of SMEs and stimulating economic 
development.

Mission
Empowering entrepreneurs in various stages of innovation and 
entrepreneurship, by holding entrepreneurial competitions and 
providing qualitative training, investment, and media opportunities for 
emerging ventures.



Startup Track
It targets commercial ventures that 

are officially registered in the Kingdom 

of Saudi Arabia that have a team with 

an extensive experience.

Social Enterprise Track
It targets innovative and registered for-

profit social projects in the Kingdom, 

which provide effective solutions to 

societal challenges, while achieving 

positive impact with sustainable 

financial gains.

Environment Track
It targets innovative environmental 

ideas and projects that work to solve 

environmental challenges, combat 

pollution and climate change, and 

other related fields.

9
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Competition History

2016

Community Jameel 
Foundation cooperated 
with the MIT Enterprise 
Forum to launch the Saudi 
edition of this international 
competition.

2017

Added the Social Enterprise 
track to the competition, to 
allow startups with a 
positive impact on society 
to participate in the 
competition.

2018

Establishment of the Saudi 
Valley Platform, which is an 
open platform for visitors 
and Competitors to submit 
ideas, startups and social 
entrepreneurship 
companies.

2020

Launch of the Startup Investment 
Forum, a three-day exhibition that 
brings together local and 
international SMEs and gives them 
the opportunity to network and 
meet investors, with the aim of 
expanding their businesses in Saudi 
Arabia.

All activities of the 
competition and the 
StartSmart Conference 
and Exhibition were held 
virtually due to COVID-19.

2024 2023 2022
Merged the MIT Startup 
Forum Saudi Arabia 
competition with the MIT 
Startup Forum competition 
in the Arab world under one 
competition.

Held the competition in 
Madinah, sponsored by His 
Royal Highness Prince Faisal 
bin Salman, Governor of 
Madinah Region.

Added the Environment track to the 
competition to allow startups with 
environmental impact to participate in the 
competition. 

Launched the new brand identity of the 
StartSmart competition, as a member of the 
Jameel Global Education Lab at MIT, 
supported by the Community Jameel 
Foundation in Saudi Arabia, and organized 
by Bab Rizq Jameel. 

StartSmart 2023 was held at the Jeddah 
Corniche Circuit, under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Prince Saud bin Jalawi, 
Governor of Jeddah Region.

Merged the environment and 
ideas tracks together.

Hosted members of Jameel World 
Education Lab and StartSmart to 
explore further collaboration and 
integration. 

2021
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Impact Over The Years (2016 - 2024)

10500+
Applications to join the 
competition.

2.4M SAR 
Total prizes awarded to winners 
to support their ventures and 
encourage their development.

9800+
Entrepreneurs who has received training 
and mentorship, networking opportunities, 
media coverage, and financial support.

200+
Job opportunities 
provided by the ventures 
participating in the 
competition.
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The Second Stage of Measuring The Impact of 
StartSmart 2023

96%

91%

64%

50%

62%

50%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% 120%

Percentage of ventures that received funding, investment, or 
support

Percentage of ventures that have achieved growth in services, 
products or geographic scope

Percentage of ventures that achieved an increase in revenue

Percentage of ventures that have achieved job creation and 
employment

Percentage of ventures that benefited from the competition 
community and networking

Percentage of ventures that are still active
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Report Introduction

This report aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the StartSmart 

competition’s implementation stages, which represents an exceptional journey to 

promote innovation and entrepreneurship. The report will highlight the different 

stages of the competition, focusing on the major milestones that directly affected 

the participants’ entrepreneurial growth and achievements. From the bootcamp to 

the final forum, each stage has played a crucial role in developing skills and 

unleashing creativity. This year's competition has seen an expanded scope of 

partnerships and diversified activities; hence, enhancing the participants' 

experience and motivating them towards further success and progress.

14



The Competition’s Stages
This report covers the main stages of the StartSmart Competition:

StartSmart
Forum

The forum included panel 
discussions, workshops, an 
exhibition, mentorship 
sessions, announcement of 
winners, as well as a "Startup 
Investment Forum”.

Final Qualifiers
Stage

Demo Day gave the 
opportunity for 43 
participants to present their 
ideas and ventures to the 
jury to select the winning 
teams.

Bootcamp 
Stage

An intensive two-day 
program that included 
specialized trainings and 
mentorship sessions on 
entrepreneurship skills and 
competition tracks, with 
interactive activities and 
one-on-one mentoring.

Recruiting the 
Competitors Stage

It included a marketing campaign 
to attract participants and 

roadshows to introduce them to 
the basic concepts of 

entrepreneurship and the 
available competition tracks, with 

the opportunity to learn from 
experts and expand their 

professional network.

15
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The 8th Edition in Numbers

16

9
Winning Teams

81
Mentorship hours during the forum

31
Judges

2,277
Visitor to the forum

8
Speakers

11
Workshops

+20
investors

41
Investment Sessions

47
Exhibitors 



Recruiting the Competitors Stage

17
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Recruiting the Competitors Stage

During the recruitment stage, the roadshows formed an essential part of this 

year's StartSmart competition, where interactive training workshops were 

provided to introduce potential participants to the basic concepts of 

entrepreneurship and the various competition tracks. The roadshow were held in 

cooperation with several partners and raised awareness of the competition 

among Saudi entrepreneurs. 

Also, the roadshows were a valuable opportunity for the participants to 

understand the nature of the competition and relevant fields, in addition to 

expanding their professional network by interacting with elite experts in the field. It 

also contributed to providing a comprehensive explanation about the different 

competition tracks and the benefits that participants will receive from each track.
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Recruiting the Competitors Stage In Numbers

1,146
Total Applicants

3
Tracks  in the competition

60 Days
Duration of the recruitment period

15
Trainers in the roadshows

14
Number of roadshows

630
Beneficiaries from the 
roadshows
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Demographic Distribution of Applicants

71%

29%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

28%

12%
60%

Environment Track Social Enterprise 

Track

Startups Track
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2 2 3 3
6

13

24

54

65

106

Al Baha Hail Qassim Asir Tabuk Madinah Eastern
Region

Outside
Saudi
Arabia

Riyadh Mecca

Jazan

Riyadh 
65

Eastern Region
24

Najran

Asir
3

Mecca
106

Madinah
13

Hail
2

Aljouf

Tabuk
6

Northern Borders

Qassim
3

Al Baha
2

Demographic Distribution of Applicants (Continued) 
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Some of the Roadshows’ Presenters and Partners

Atef Saab Alawiya 
Abdulfattah

Walid Quqandi
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Roadshows Topics
Achieving growth in startups

Social entrepreneurship: transforming ideas into 
positive environmental impact

Using AI tools to boost entrepreneurial projects

Simulate the entrepreneurial experience

Answering questions about the StartSmart 
competition

Jadah-Thon Hackathon in Jeddah



Bootcamp Stage

24
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Bootcamp
Out of 1,146 applicants, 45 ventures were selected to participate in the 

second stage of the competition: the bootcamp, which provided the 

participating competitors with an intensive learning experience, combining 

practical training and individual mentorship. The bootcamp was designed to 

enhance the skills of participants in developing their entrepreneurial projects 

and qualifying them for the next stage of the competition. It included 

specialized training sessions for each track and mentoring sessions for each 

team according to their needs, which provided them with the opportunity to 

receive direct guidance from experts specialized in the fields of interest.

25
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Bootcamp Stage Numbers

14
Mentors

2 
days

18
Training Hour

3
Trainers

43
Participating teams and 
presentations

+90
Total number of team 
members

+23
Total Counseling 
Hours
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Semifinalist Teams

Startup Track
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Semifinalist Teams

Social Enterprise Track
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Semifinalist Teams

Environment Track

Awards presenter in the 
environmental track
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Objectives of The Bootcamp
Apply the principles of design thinking to develop 
innovative solutions.

Identify important metrics for the success for business 
ventures, according to each track’s nature.

Develop persuasive and effective presentation skills.

Explore business finance strategies.

Improve project pitches in preparation for the final judging 
day.

Connect with experts in one-on-one mentoring sessions 
to enhance participants' chances of success.

Boost confidence through simulation sessions and 
practical training.
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Abdul rahman Aljafri

Angel investor and partner 

in an investment fund, with 

experience in strategy and 

business development.

Bootcamp Trainers

Amal Dukhan

Angel investor and managing 

partner in an investment fund, 

with experience in design 

thinking and institutional 

innovation.

Arwa Shafi

Supportive of startups and a 

former tech organization, 

with experience in business 

and experiment design.



Bootcamp and Mentorship Sessions (Snippets From The Bootcamp)

32
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Bootcamp and Mentorship Sessions (Snippets From The Bootcamp)



Final Selection Stage
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Final Selection Stage
The final selection stage provided the participating teams with the opportunity 

to present their ideas and projects in front of a committee of experts and 

specialists in each track. The participants presented their final presentations 

that reflected the efforts and knowledge and skill developments they went 

through during the training camp period and received valuable feedback from 

the jury. After the final finalization, the winners were selected based on the 

benchmark evaluation for each track.

35

43
Presentation and 

participating team

+90
Total 

Attendance

9
Judges 

Presenter of awards in
Environmental Track:



36

Judges  of The Final Selection Stage

Environmental Track

Startup Track

Mr. Abdul Rahman 

Torjoman
Vice President of Corporate Communications 

& Sustainability - SEDCO Holding

Adwa Al-Dakhil
Founder & CEO of Falak 

Business & Investment

Mr. Hassan Al-Yamani
Director of SMEs at Abdul Latif Jameel 

Finance

Dr. Marwan Abdul 

jawad
Director General of the 

General Department of 

Sustainability KACST

Dr. Bandar Arab
Executive Director - Savola World 

Foundation

Mr. Yazid Al-

Shammari
Sidra Program Manager –

Ministry of  Environment, Water 

and Agriculture

Social Enterprise Track

Eng. Rami Abu Al-

Jadayel
Director of Western Region - Social 

Development Bank

Mr. Muhannad

Kattan
Founder & CEO of 

Qattan Media

Mr. Hussein Attar
Chief Executive Officer of Tech 

Invest Com
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Standers of Arbitration For The Final Selection Stage

Judging 
Criteria

Project Presentation:
Structural clarity and 

presenting in a way 
that attracts Judges .

Innovation:
The level of innovation 

and creativity in solving 
problems and providing 

improvements compared 
to existing solutions in the 

market.

Scalability:
The possibility of expanding 

the project outside the 
local market.

Financial Sustainability:
Having a clear plan and 
strategies to achieve 
long-term financial 
sustainability.

Business Model/Value 
Proposition:
The effectiveness of the 
business model in meeting 
customer needs, solving 
social problems, or 
providing sustainable 
solutions to environmental 
problems.



Final Selection Stage
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StartSmart Forum
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StartSmart Forum

With the support of Community Jameel Foundation and Bab Rizq 

Jameel, the StartSmart Entrepreneurship Forum was held at the Hilton 

Hotel in Jeddah on 22-23 October 2024. The forum included many 

exciting activities.

40

2,277
Visitor to the 

forum

Two 
days

Forum Activities:
Workshops
Mentorship sessions 
Startup Exhibition 
Startup Investment Forum 
Signing Cooperation Agreements
Conference with panel discussions
Winners Announcement
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Speech by Mr. Hussein Jameel at the Forum
In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, and peace and blessings be upon the Master of the Prophets and 

Messengers, and upon all his family and companions...

I am honored to welcome you today to the StartSmart Forum 2024, which concludes the eighth edition of the StartSmart

competition, which is held in partnership with many major entities from the public and private sectors, and with the 

participation of a group of Saudi entrepreneurial Competitors who add a distinctive brilliance to each season and their 

participation in their distinctive projects.

Since 2015, StartSmart has been the first national entrepreneurship competition in Saudi Arabia, as a result of Community 

Jameel's long-standing vision to support the social, economic, environmental and technological development of the 

Kingdom. Since then, the Foundation has been working to support young men and women to establish their own businesses, 

with the aim of contributing to the development of the local economy and creating more job opportunities for the people of 

the country.

Through the various tracks of the competition, we focus on encouraging projects that are in line with the ambitious goals of 

the Kingdom's Vision 2030, such as supporting a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship, combating unemployment, 

protecting the environment, and sustainable development, in order to reach a prosperous, diversified, knowledge- and 

technology-based economy, in harmony with the huge initiatives of the public sector, and activating the role of small and 

medium enterprises.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am delighted to stand among you today in an even greater celebration of innovation and 

entrepreneurship, to witness the fruits of months of preparation and work, celebrating entrepreneurs who have proven to be 

a source of inspiration and leaders of change in our society. Entrepreneurship is not just a business, but a philosophy of life 

based on self-belief, the relentless pursuit of dreams and making a positive impact on society. To everyone who contributed, 

to everyone who thought and created, thank you for believing in creativity and that success is a cumulative effect of 

continuous work.
Executive Vice President of Bab Rizq Jameel

Mr. Hussein Jameel



Workshops

The StartSmart Forum presented several training workshops to sharpen and develop 

the skills of entrepreneurs, in cooperation with the forum's partners of specialists and 

experts in the most important topics related to entrepreneurship. The workshops 

aimed to providing entrepreneurs with knowledge and applied experience that enables 

them to apply their ideas in the real world and turn them into successful 

entrepreneurial ventures locally and internationally.

10
Trainers

11
Workshop

458
Participants in the 

workshops
42



Workshop Topics

Angel Investment 101.

Innovation from scratch to building a technical team.

Excellence in presentation skills to investors.

Enterprise evaluation.

Generative AI and its impact on daily life.

Building a business model canvas.

The importance of external financing.

Structuring the tech teams and increasing their efficiency 

using AI.

43
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Workshop Presenters

Mohammed Bin Saleh Muhammad Alashmawi Wael Bin Afif Adwa Al-DakhilAdel Al-Saadi

Bahr Al-Harbi Vassilis 
Papakkonstantino

Hussam Sindi Khalid Al-Khader



StartSmart Forum (Snippets From The Workshops)

45
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Mentorships Sessions
As part of the forum’s enrichment activities, several experts and specialized 

consultants provided advisory and mentoring sessions for attending 

entrepreneurs from the public. It was a valuable opportunity for them to 

obtain knowledge that will enable them to develop their ventures and 

overcome the challenges across their entrepreneurial journey. These 

consultations have contributed to strengthening their competencies and 

broadening their horizons.

81
Consultation 

Hours

325
Consultation 

sessions

34
Mentors 46
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Topics of The Mentorship Sessions

22
Oct Consultation 

Sessions

Feasibility Study, Expense and 
Income Management

Presentation Skills To Investors

E-Marketing Tools

Branding Business
Development

Project
Management

Planning & Strategies Innovation in Process Management

Human 
Resources

Operation and Quality Management Product-Market Fit

Apps and e-stores 
management

Artificial Intelligence in E-Marketing

Strategies for obtaining funding

Contract and 
Legal Affairs

Intellectual Property 
Rights

Project 
Management

Project Rescue Strategies Establishing Artificial intelligence 
Technologies

Human 
Resources

How to Choose Your Project Idea

23
Oct Consultation 

Sessions

Feasibility Study, Expense and 
Income Management

Presentation skills to investors

E-Marketing Tools

Operation and Quality 
Management

Planning & Strategies

Applications and E-stores 
Management

Artificial Intelligence in E-Marketing

Strategies For Obtaining Funding

Innovation in Process Management
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Mentors

Dr. Musab Alsubhi Dr. Hussein Abdul 
razzaq

Dr. Olfat Mirza

Dr. Ahmed 
Arbaeen

Dr. Hesham Malak

Mahmoud Alsawaf

Dr. Mazen Al-
Shammari

Dr. Abdul Jawad 
Chowdhury

Dr. Aisha Natto

Iyad Kateb Majed Yousef

Abdelwahab
Bouchenaq

Walid Quqandi

Rami Mukhtar

Eng. Abdullah Al-
Jilani

Ghada Al-Qurashi

Laila Al-Sufyani Ammar Natto
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Mentors

Dr. Mohammed 
Alghamdi

Doaa Al-AlawiEng. Fadi 
Marghalani

Ahmed Alqahtani Mohammed SalehNael Matar

Atef SaabAhmed Al-Amoudi Muhammad 
Alansari

Muhammad 
Malibari

Bahr Al-Harbi

Bassam Fetini Abdul rahman
Almalki

Nada Al-Nahdi Hisham Al-
Khayyat

Saif Al-TurkiSaleh Al-Otaibi



50

StartSmart Forum (Snippets From the Mentorship Sessions)
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Startup Exhibition
The Startup Exhibition hosted several innovative entrepreneurial ventures that were 

participating in the StartSmart competition, allowing them to showcase their products 

and services, network with entrepreneurs and investors, and build building partnerships. 

The exhibition witnessed a remarkable presence of those interested in innovation and 

entrepreneurship, which gave participants opportunities to market themselves and gain 

future insights. Moreover, a number of organization that are active in the Saudi 

entrepreneurship ecosystem also participated in the exhibition, enabling them to present 

their programs and initiatives to visitors.

47
Exhibitors from 
entrepreneurial 

ventures

11
Exhibitors from the 

ecosystem partners
51 51
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StartSmart Forum (Snippets From The Exhibition)



Discussion Panels

As part of the "StartSmart Forum", two panel discussions were held to discuss 

the most important trends and practices of entrepreneurship at the local 

and international levels. The first panel focused on the local 

entrepreneurship ecosystem and its opportunities and challenges; 

meanwhile, the second panel focused on the role of supportive programs, 

such as competitions, in developing the ecosystem internationally.

7
Speakers

2
Discussion Sessions 53



StartSmart Forum (Discussion Panels)
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Huda Al-Firdaws
Stimulating the scientific 

entrepreneurship 
ecosystem

Abdul rahman Al-Saati
Member of the National Committee 

for Entrepreneurship, CEO of 
Destifind

Moderator:
Hussein Al-Attar

CEO of Technology Investment 
Company, member of the 
National Entrepreneurship 
Committee in the program

First Discussion Session
Challenges and opportunities in the entrepreneurship sector
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Second Discussion Session
StartSmart competition and its global impact

Acting Director of MIT Jameel 
World Education Lab

Gerasimus Spiridakis

Start Smart Greece President 
of Southeast Europe

Dr. Mai Taiba
Start Smart Saudi Arabia and 

Executive Deputy General 
Manager of Bab Rizq Jameel

Krzysztov Gaurysiak
Board Member of Start Smart 

for Central and Eastern 
Europe (CEE)

Megan Mitchell
Moderator:

StartSmart Forum (Discussion Panels)
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StartSmart Forum (Snippets From The Discussion Panels)



Signing Cooperation Agreements

On the sidelines of the StartSmart Forum, Community Jameel Foundation and 

Bab Rizq Jameel signed six cooperation agreements with a few local 

organizations, with the aim of establishing collaborative programs and 

initiatives to strengthen the local entrepreneurship ecosystem, generate jobs 

and income, provide financial support to entrepreneurs, and provide services 

and discounts to participants in the StartSmart competition.

6
Cooperation 
Agreements

57
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Start Smart Forum (Snippets From The Signing Ceremony)



Announcing The Winning Teams
At the conclusion of the "StartSmart Forum", the competition organizers 

announced the winning teams that successfully passed the final selection 

stage. Hence, announcing the conclusion of the 8th edition of the StartSmart 

competition amid great celebrations, with the vast presence by the local 

ecosystem players in Saudi Arabia. Notably, the Savola World Foundation also 

presented the Environmental Track Awards, due to its commitment to 

augmenting the role of environmental entrepreneurial ventures in preserving 

the planet and resolving the challenges it faces.

59
360k

Winners Prizes
9

Winning Teams
SAR

5959 59
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Winning Teams

First Place 
Link Platform

Second Place
Talents Arena

Third Place
Smart Methods

Startup Track
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Winning Teams

Link Platform
Link is a leading Saudi social media application, designed to be 

a comprehensive solution that combines all features and 

services in one place. Link was created with the aim of 

enhancing communication and connecting users across Saudi 

Arabia and the MENA region with diverse cultures and 

experiences, making interactions closer, faster, and smarter. 

Link delivers a unique experience that meets the needs of 

individuals, families, friends, business, businesses, and content 

creators, using advanced AI technologies and innovative 

features.

(First place)

Talents Arena
Talentz Arena is a leading AI-powered recruitment technology brand, 

aiming to transform the traditional recruitment process. The company 

uses artificial intelligence techniques to provide a two-way matching 

engine that understands the needs and culture of companies as well as 

the skills and ambitions of candidates. This unique approach allows 

talents' Arena to deliver exact matches between jobs and candidates, 

improving the recruitment process and significantly reducing the time 

and resources required to attract talent. The company offers flexible 

solutions that include APIs, SaaS products, and custom 

implementations, making them adaptable to the needs of large 

organizations and government sectors, with a commitment to 

reshaping how talent is found and developed.

(Second place)

Smart Methods
Smart Methods Est. specializes in robotics and artificial 

intelligence to make customizable adjustable platform robot. 

She is ranked by Forbes magazine as one of the most 

innovative pioneers and ranked by Monsha'at as one of the 

most innovative companies. Smart Methods Foundation seeks 

to be the first representative in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for 

the robotics, artificial intelligence, control and automation 

systems. It is characterized by providing innovative solutions 

that combine quality and reasonable price, while providing fast 

and efficient local maintenance.

(Third place)

Startup Track
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First 
Fahman

Second 
Eco Pallets

Third
Elite Academy

Winning Teams

Social Enterprise Track



Fahman

Fahman is the first Saudi application to read stories for children 

and young adults, and includes a collection of distinguished 

books from famous publishers and writers. Signing up for Fahman

allows customers to read and listen to a variety of book formats: 

e-books, interactive books, audiobooks, and read with listening. 

Fahman seeks to focus on users' needs and interests through a 

unique user experience that corresponds to different types of 

intelligence, as well as making content accessible to users with 

learning or physical disabilities. On the business side, Fahman

provides innovative technology solutions for the digital publishing 

sector, especially in the field of digitization of books.

(First place)

63

Winning Teams

Eco Pallets
Ecobalts specializes in recycling palm fronds into high-quality pallets 

at a 40% lower price compared to competing products. The company 

is licensed, and its product is registered as a patent with the Saudi 

Authority for Intellectual Property.This innovation addresses a range of 

social, environmental, and economic challenges simultaneously, as the 

company has transformed palm fronds from worthless waste that is a 

burden on farmers and stakeholders into an economically valuable 

material to be purchased, which contributes to encouraging Saudi 

youth to continue agricultural activity. It also provides job opportunities 

in agricultural areas, which effectively contributes to the development 

of society and the preservation of the environment from pollution 

resulting from the burning of waste.

(Second place)

Social Enterprise Track

Elite Academy
Elite Academy is an innovative learning platform that aims to personalize the 

learning experience based on the learner's strengths and weaknesses, 

providing a customized curriculum and appropriate exercises. This approach 

is carried out for several national tests using artificial intelligence techniques 

to achieve the best results. The Academy has more than 600 learners and has 

partnered with more than 25 institutions. The Academy focuses on improving 

education using technology and increasing the efficiency of learners by 

customizing the learning path according to their abilities and needs. The 

Academy targets educational institutions to provide them with the necessary 

technology to provide a personalized learning experience for their students. 

The Academy has the unique value of customizing the learning experience for 

each learner, increasing learning efficiency. Educational institutions can 

leverage this value to market their services to other learners.

(Third place)
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First place
Eco Stream

Second place
Portable Power Station

Third
Nakhlawi

64

Awards presenter in the 
environmental track

Winning Teams
Environment Track



Winning Teams
Environment Track

65

Portable Power Station

The Second Life Lithium Battery Project is a two-year initiative that 

aims to reuse spent lithium batteries to create mobile power banks 

for use in renewable energy applications such as low-cost solar 

energy storage. The project addresses the problem of battery 

disposal and its high recycling costs, and contributes to reducing 

the environmental impact. The target market includes products 

used for road trips and solar energy storage locally and globally. 

The project relies on saving significant costs by recycling batteries 

at a much lower cost than new.

(Second place)

Awards presenter in the 
environmental track

Eco Stream

EcoStream is a company with a progressive vision to revolutionize 

water conservation through innovative technology. The team, made 

up of experts in engineering and artificial intelligence, is focused on 

developing cutting-edge solutions to address the challenges of 

global water scarcity. Their flagship product, the smart water-

saving tap, integrates real-time AI analysis with retrofit design to 

provide precise water flow control and maximize conservation. 

EcoStream's mission is to address the pressing problem of water 

waste by offering smart and efficient products that reduce water 

consumption and reduce utility costs.

(First place)

Nakhlawi

Nakhlawi is an innovative platform that connects farm owners 

who are unable to manage their farms, especially abandoned, 

with experienced farmers who have the time and ability to take 

over farm management. The Nakhlawi platform contributes 

significantly to environmental sustainability by reviving 

neglected farms and enhancing agricultural productivity. The 

application helps to establish fruitful partnerships between 

landowners and farmers, enhancing the value of agricultural 

land and preserving agricultural heritage.

(Third place)
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StartSmart Forum (Snippets From Announcing the Winners)



Startup Investment
Forum (SIF)

67



Startup Investment Forum (SIF)
As part of the StartSmart Forum, the Startup Investment Forum (SIF) was 

organized to provide a direct communication line between entrepreneurs 

and investors. This forum provided a unique opportunity for startups to 

present their venture to a group of investors interested in supporting 

innovative ideas, and contributed to facilitating access to promising 

investment opportunities, enabling startups to obtain the necessary 

funding and guidance for growth.

+20
investor

41
Investment Session 68
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Faisal Reda

Yousef Sanhani

Amani Aqeel

Muhammad Alatas

Dr. Waleed Al-Babtain

Karima Thani

Abdulrahman Alnayef

Uday Al-Hazmi

Abdulaziz Albarrak

Dr. Ahmed Yahya

Adwa Al-Dakhil

Abdulaziz bin Laden

Khaled Bekhit

Dr. Ali Alshaeri

Moataz Shaheen

Abdullah Al-Asmari

Muhammad Alblihi

Abdullah Zaher

Ziad Jarrar

Faris Al-Saab

Abdullah Al-Attas

Abdul mohsen Marghalani

List of Participating Investors
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StartSmart Forum (Ventures Participating in the Investment Forum)

Startups
Startup Stage

Seed

39%

Pre-seed

53%

Series A

5%

Series B

2%
Series C

1%

15%

14% 14%

13%

11%

10%

8%

6%

4% 4%

1% 1%

تكنولوجيا 
التعليم

Logistics and
transportation

Consumer
products or

services

Commercial
products or

services

Emerging
Technologies

Health and
Healthcare

FinTech Other Recruitment
and Human
Resources

Travel,
Tourism and
Hospitality

Retail sector Real Estate
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StartSmart Forum (Snippets From The Startup Investment Forum)



Snippets
Activities Area

72
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Start Smart Forum (Activities Area)

Coffee Area Shooting area Arts area



Media Campaign Report
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16
Roadshows

3
Digital campaigns

1,146
Applicants

8.9M
Views

201K
Engagements

2,277
Number of attendees of the forum

132
Promotional post

7
Digital Marketing Platforms

53.8K
Social Media Follower

StartSmart in Numbers - Overview (Marketing)
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StartSmart in Numbers - Overview (Marketing)

61K
Site Visits

6
Cooperation Agreements

18
Collaboration Partnerships

4
Influencer

6
Radio and television interviews

32
Number of times press 
releases are published

27
Newsletters

52
Street sign

Two weeks
Street advertising campaign



Samples of the marketing campaigns on
Social Media Platforms
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Posts with Most Engagement

LinkedIn
1.0K

Facebook
596

X (Twitter)
322.5K

Instagram
11.3K

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7255319693748563968/
https://www.facebook.com/startsmartsaudi/posts/pfbid05AvibWZdXqModXC6Tuk2PjAcgSsSxygGQR9jXbjccmTBVxCyhLfcmg7DW3e3YRFHl
https://x.com/startsmartsaudi/status/1817561246440497450
https://www.instagram.com/p/DBWmIyKoH37/?fbclid=IwY2xjawGqvf1leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHas55Avvs_JCbTgaRNvTqFxHrFtcXUz13O7yoKTa4GDTUqksaYoZAC2uAw_aem_Gsqqx6N4tVHvMvA_6hXnbQ
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Additional Posts

https://www.instagram.com/p/C_LRGulI1tx/?igsh=MXVtMzdjZGpsbDQ5cw==
https://www.instagram.com/p/C_Nun5gi8gZ/?igsh=MWlxOTd1cGVsaW5xMw==
https://www.instagram.com/p/C-0T9KzoDsM/?igsh=NHY1M3BsOXJwb2Mx
https://www.instagram.com/p/C_aw0zmsUEW/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C_yCOHLIIy-/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C_syVYuoeHd/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DAGfjVkI0hc/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C_qNU_eoIbM/
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Additional Posts

https://www.instagram.com/p/DA0r_5ToM8L/?igsh=dWl5bGN0Ym1lcHY2
https://www.instagram.com/p/DA0r_5ToM8L/?igsh=dWl5bGN0Ym1lcHY2
https://www.instagram.com/p/DA8YrpDo6SU/?igsh=YzA0Y2tvZ21hOW5p
https://www.instagram.com/startsmartsaudi/p/C_dR8A8oC8K/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DAEBZVdIvOk/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DA0r_5ToM8L/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C_lRvT-MX7S/
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Promotional Videos:

Platforms views:
1,479,936 Views

Platforms views:
293,074 Views

Platforms views:
397,768 Views

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JZmONyKBMEo
https://youtu.be/frQTt30y3Fo?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/9sILKdulBOk
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2. Street Signs



83
MBC Coverage
2.2K Views

MBC Coverage
3.9K Views

MBC Coverage
1.6K Views

MBCFM  Interview
1.7K Views

Radio  Interview
1.8K Views

MBC Coverage
4.7K Views

3. Public Relations (Radio and TV Interviews)

Click to see more

https://x.com/SAYA_Show/status/1820861269785620876
https://x.com/SAYA_Show/status/1832416139147657240
https://x.com/SAYA_Show/status/1845814882509131909
https://x.com/mbc_fm/status/1849001961741320442
https://x.com/Jeddah_Radio/status/1848980307506016491
https://x.com/SAYA_Show/status/1849385636853104809
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3. Public Relations (Press Releases)

Saudi Alyaum
Newspaper
102K Views

Arabian Alanbaa
Newspaper
14.1K Views

Wakeb Economic 
Newspaper
9.59K Views

Al-hadith 
Newspaper
4.59K Views

Sada Aalarab
Newspaper
1.88K Views

Al-madina
Newspaper
2.87K Views

Jawlatt Newspaper
1.18K Views

Swift News 
Newspaper
2.9K Views

Haram Missr
Journal 
2.89K Views

Alshaamal
Electronic 
Newspaper 
2.89K Views
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3. Public Relations (Influencers)

Eyaad Alhmoud
5.2M followers on X

Abdullah Alkhraif
2.8M followers on X

Trend News
5M followers on Snapchat

Sabq
14M followers on X

https://x.com/Eyaaaad/status/1817863181621981660
https://x.com/abdullahk5/status/1817863570186494286?s=46&t=zMwY7-8zUYddWpdCGZKuog
https://www.snapchat.com/add/trendnews24/txTb238ITlum0gL-LR5lMQAAgb3RqaGNhZHhrAZAcq7G8AZAcq674AAAAAA?invite_id=umZ9XMWA&share_id=xY-ryn6pScy4dlq4IJ9-Fg&sid=6585328a030343c2a8b05af9bb4020f8
https://x.com/sabqorg/status/1817868589015138460
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3. Public Relations (Website and Profile)

Website

Profile



StartSmart Forum’s Partners
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منتدى ستارت سمارت وشركائه 

Environmental Sustainability Leadership Partner

IT Development Partner

Financing Partner

Roadshow Partner

Investment Partner

Empowerment Partner

Innovation partner in restaurants and cafes

Workspace Partner

Entrepreneurships Partner

Entrepreneurship Ecosystem Partner

Knowledge Partner

Organizing Partner

Awards presenter in the environmental track

StartSmart Forum’s Partners

A Member ofOrganized and Supported By



Feedback and Impact Evaluation
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Bootcamp (Bootcamp Survey)

Organization of the training camp Trainers' ability to motivate participants General experience with trainers during 
the bootcamp

Excellent

80%

Very good 

15%

Acceptable 

5%
Excellent

75%

Acceptable 

5%

Very good

20%

Very good

15%

Acceptable 

5%

Excellent

80%

Excellent Very good Acceptable
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Training camp and mentoring sessions
(Mentoring Sessions Survey)

The extent to which participants benefit 
from the mentoring sessions

Excellent

45%

Acceptable

10%

Very good

45%

Evaluate the guidance and support 
provided during the bootcamp

Very good

40%

Acceptable 

5%

Excellent

55%

Excellent Very good Acceptable
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Evaluation of offers and common 
mistakes was very experienced. 
She strictly liked the feedback and 
how it was in place.

Elite Platform for Education Team 
- Mustafa Salem Al-Khamis

Bootcamp and Mentorship Sessions
(Participant Feedback)

The best thing about the training 
program is that it is delivered by 
experts in the market, not just 
theoretical training. The training 
on presentation as well as on 
performance indicators was very 
impressive.
Athr Platform Team - Abdullah 
Alsayed

The participating team and I 
benefited from the camp and 
forum and had constructive 
guidance for our presentation and 
investment plan.

Team Talents Arena - A Jubaili

The presentation was never 
traditional compared to 
accelerators, incubators and 
other competitions, so you really 
gave us the core and the 
important, God willing!

Lancol Team - Suleiman Al-Khatib
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StartSmart Forum (Evaluation of Workshops)

The level of organization 
of workshops

Satisfied Dissatisfied

Relevance of the 
workshops to 
participants

IrrelevantVery relevant

The level of the process 
and application of the 
workshop content

Applicable Not
applicable

Impact of workshops High 
impact

Low 
impact

10%90%

95% 5%

97% 3%

90% 10%
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StartSmart Forum (Startup Offers)

The level of organization 
of the presentation

Satisfied Dissatisfied

Clarity of the 
presentation

Unclearclear

Investor Reviews Highly 
effective

Ineffective

Investor interest Extremely 
interested

Not 
interested

presentation time enough
Not
enough

20%80%

97% 3%

85% 15%

65% 35%

65% 35%



95

Age Group

21-24

10%

+25

82%

18-20

8%

Nationality

Non-Saudi

17% Saudi

83%

StartSmart Forum (Forum Survey)
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Participating Professions

28%

22%

17% 17%
15%

1% 1% 1% 1%

Businessman Private sector
employee

Student Public sector
employee

Other Job seeker Nonprofit
consultant

Marketing and
branding

consultant

Nonprofit
sector

Place of residence

Other

9%

Mecca

79%

Eastern Region

7%

Jeddah

5%

StartSmart Forum (Forum Survey)
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StartSmart Forum (Forum Survey)

Paragraphs in which participants How did you hear about the Forum?

Participant 

in the 

competitio

n

8%

Social Media 

Platforms

47%Oral 

communic

ation15%

E-mail

27%

Competition 

Website

3%

Discussion 

Sessions

16%

Workshops

29%

Investment Forum 

Activities(SIF)

13%

Consultation 

sessions

18%

Exhibition

24%
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StartSmart Forum (Forum Questionnaire)

How would you rate your overall 
experience of attending the event?

How do you evaluate venue equipment and 
organizational services?

Good

8% Excellent

68%

Domes
7%

Very good

17%

Was communication with the team of 
organizers easy?

Good

9%

Excellent

66%
Very 
Good

21%

Acceptable

3%
Yes

89%

No

11%
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StartSmart Forum
(Opinions From Slack For StartSmart 2024)



Innovating Today, 
Empowering Tomorrow

@StartSmartSaudi +966 5 6650 8464 

https://www.startsmartsaudi.com contact@startsmartsaudi.com

A Member ofOrganized and Supported By
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